
ELEMENTS OF RESPONSE TO THE FOLLOWING THE STATEMENT 
OF THE SPECIAL REPRESENTATIVE OF SECRETARY-GENERAL 
 OF UNITED NATIONS IN COTE D'IVOIRE 

I read with great interest your report on the certification of results of the presidential 
election on November 28, 2010 in Côte d'Ivoire. You mention the five criteria for 
certification of the elections, namely: secure environment, inclusion, fairness of the 
state media, the credibility of the electoral list and the results transparent and 
accepted by all. 

If all these criteria you are "generally" satisfied, however the latter which relates 
specifically to the proclamation of results is not without problem. 

Taking me to this point, he calls me a few observations Related: 

- The announcement of provisional results by the Independent Electoral Commission, 

- The announcement of final results by the Constitutional Council 

- And your role as a certifier. 

  
I -As the announcement of provisional results by the IEC, you seem satisfied and 
tend to hold the results as finally granted. 
However, the operation of the IEC is peppered with a number of anomalies 
among which we will only consider three: 

The first is the blocking of this institution, which was unable to rule on time. You 
recognize yourself in these terms: 
"Despite my call to the IEC to proclaim the results promptly Interim November 28,  
2010, the IEC has been unable to do so without delay, because of internal divisions.  
" 

The second anomaly is the fact that the chairman of the IEC, without exhausted 
deliberation with other members and therefore no validation of results by the Central 
Commission as a whole, took it upon himself to announce the preliminary results. 
There is a procedural defect or an incompetence, since the decision in principle must 
come from all Commission members. 

The third anomaly arises from the fact that the President has proclaimed the IEC 
results, not in his seat and in front of the international press, but, as you mentioned 
yourself, "In the afternoon of 2 December 2010 at the Hotel Golf "to the French press. 
You shadow of say however that the IEC President went to announce the results at 
the Campaign Seat of the candidate Alassane Ouattara. 



This is just another deficiency constituted both in the breakdown of the equality of 
candidates before the election and the partiality of the President of the IEC. Rather 
than address this irregularity, you prefer to justify the presence of security forces that
somehow, would have "exacerbated" the "internal divisions" in the IEC. 

  

II-As for the announcement of final results by the Council constitutionally, you had 
serious reservations not to say denying objections to the court intervention in the 
electoral process. 

I will confine myself at this stage, as functions of the Constitutional Council. 
The powers of the Constitutional Council with respect to elections refer to the 
presidential election disputes and the proclamation of results. 

On the first point, it is the constitutional court, pursuant to Article 94 of the 
Constitution to decide "on disputes relating to ... the election of the President of the  
Republic ... ". Therefore, in my capacity of candidate, I grabbed the Constitutional 
Council for a decision on irregularities in some areas, including the North. This 
approach does not seem inconsistent with the certification criteria that prescribe 
that protests must be made "by peaceful ways appropriate ". These are defined as 
legal channels and is there a requirement fundamental rule of law. 

To achieve this, the contentious presidential election confers broad powers to the 
Constitutional Council. Among these, I will not keep only two. The first leads him to 
consider challenges to the election taking due account of irregularities and may 
tarnish results. It is in the Supreme Court to weigh up the character 
determining whether or not the irregularity. 

The second power, equally important, is that which is to reform, possible outcome, 
that is to say, to proclaim elected a candidate other than one that was implicitly 
declared winner by the IEC. 

You refuse to admit the existence of irregularities such as to affect the 
election results. To do this, please, Mr. Special Representative, to distinguish 
between observers and experts that they are Westerners or Africans. You call it up 
while keeping you in provide the test, the first of "credible" and the latter, conversely, 
non credible. You snap in the footsteps of a French journalist who, in a tone 
contemptuous and disdainful speaking experts and observers in Africa, to qualified 
them as "observers out of nowhere." 

These observers include even those of the African Union and with reveal great detail 
in the Centre, North and West zones and particularly in North among other 
impediment to voter turnout in the vote, the jam urns, the prohibition of the presence 
of representatives at the voting offices of the Majority Presidential (LMP), intimidation 
of armed rebels ... all facts likely to impact election results. It's the same gross 
violations of human rights whose rape and murder of these activists and 



sympathizers, who did not really impress you. 

The announcement of final results is an important step, which occurs after the interim 
results and which exhausts the jurisdiction of the court constitutional. One can not do 
without this phase, as you seem to indicate. 

The last word goes to the Constitutional Council, not the IEC.This is true 
for at least two interrelated reasons. The first is that the Council is a court and the 
Independent Electoral Commission authority simply administration, she was 
independent. The second is that the decision of Constitutional Council required that 
the IEC and to all proceedings, including jurisdictional state. I must remember at this 
stage, it is necessary also to foreign entities due to state sovereignty and objective 
nature of his personality. 

The Constitutional Council can not be a rubber stamp of IEC. If validated in the first 
round of the provisional results, because it did not find fault, IEC is under no 
obligation to do so in the second round. 

Thus, a candidate can not be definitively said to have been admitted without 
by the Constitutional Council. 

III Finally, as part of your certification, it does pose problem. It seems that you did not 
yourself a clear picture. Not to dwell on, I'll stick to two observations. 

The first is that you decide to stick on only results not statements of the IEC based on 
documents provided by it. You refuse to recognize the decision of the Constitutional 
Council, our jurisdiction Supreme. This is a serious decision on your part that has the 
effect of interference in the internal affairs of the State of Côte d'Ivoire. You act and 
even though the resolution S/RES/1765 Security Council 
United Nations 16 July 2007 reaffirms in its preamble, "his firm commitment to 
respect the sovereignty, independence ... Coast Ivory "and recalls" ... the importance  
of the principles of non-interference ". 

The second observation is that you show contempt for the institutions of Côte 
d'Ivoire, as you did for African institutions. You sovereignty decide to stop the 
procedure at the stage of preliminary results improperly declared by the President of 
the IEC and not to consider the jurisdictional phase, the most important 
announcement of the results final by the Constitutional Council. 

In truth, you do what suits you. For the first round, you well have accepted the two 
phases of the presidential election and for the second turn, you ignore the 
jurisdictional phase. The reason given, elsewhere in the diplomatic community, is 
alleging that the Commission is independent then the Constitutional Council, 
because its members are appointed by me is not independent.

I want to remind you that in most states including France, the method of appointing 
the Constitutional Council is the same; the power appointment is shared between the 



President of the Republic and President of the National Assembly. I also want to 
remind that the IEC is composed representatives of political parties and New Forces 
who are majority. Thirty two members, only five of the Majority 
Presidential, while the 27 others represent my opponent particularly the RDR and the 
Forces Nouvelles. 

You thereby exceed your mandate certification, which simply verify compliance with 
the rules of the electoral process that frame. You bear testimony to the UN So what 
is done in Côte d'Ivoire. Now you censor and proclaimed maker above the Council 
Constitutional. 

I deplore your bias in the UN mission that has given you. Since arrival in Cote d'Ivoire 
you had not stopping taking part in problems between the various political actors. 
You forget as well your role as arbitrator and conciliator to you under your charge. In 
deciding to act as you did, you flout the law and exacerbate tensions 
so that your mission should be to consolidate the rule of law and strengthen the 
peace. 

I hold you personally responsible for any problems that might cause your decision.


